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R 0Mans XV. 4- beginning. 
For whatſoever things were written 
or eforetime, wore written for aus fears: 


" HE Holy Scriptures are Sil a Sod 
"bonſe of all Divine Learning ,” and 


we are fo frequently exhorted: to re- 

pair thicher for our conſtant Inftrution ; that 
as there isno Excuſe for thoſe who would lock 
them. up from the people of God, and not 
fer them to look into them : ſo they are 
no leſs worthy to, be condemned, who will 
not look into chem when: they may; nor take 
any care to enrich their minds with thoſe hea- 
' Þ E, venly 
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venly Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
which the Royal Plalmiſt thought more pre--. 
tious than thouſands of Gold and Silver. 

Fo corre& this Negligence, Our Church 
now calls upon us to pray in .the Colle for 
this Second week in Advent, that we may in 
uch wiſe hear them, read, mark; "learn, and mward- 
ly digeſt them, that by Patience and Comfort of his 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold faſt the 
bleffed hope of Everlaſting life ; which is infinitely 
more worth than all our preſent poſſeſſions in 


this World. © 


... Now that we may. do according to our 


Prayers; mark Þ beſeech you the firſt-words of 
the-Fpillle for this day, which. I have now 
read unto you : in which the Apoſtle com- 
mends to us the ſtudy of the holy Scriptures, 
Son the: Benefit We. may. recelye by them; 
even, by thoſe; parts of them which may ſtem | 
to you, perhaps very barren, or little condu- 


cing to- the Profit of Chriſtian People. For 


Firſt of all, we may learn ſomething, , he tells 
us, for our Chriſtian Inſtruction, out of thoſe 
Scriptures which were written aforetime ; in an- 
cient dayes, before the . Advent or Coming of 
our Saviour Chriſt. .. And Secondly, this In- 
firu&ion is to be met withall in every part of 

| Os theſe 
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theſe ancient Writings; for he ayes, Whats 


ſoever things were written. heretofore, in the 


Sacred Volumes, were written for-our learn- 
ing. - There is nothing unprofitable, nothing 
needleſs and ſuperfluous in them ; bur all 
tends to Edification. Nor were they written 
(you may further conſider in the Third place) 
for their Benefit alone who lived when they 
were written ; but for our learning alſo, who 
live in the dayes of Chriſt. For whatſoever 
things were written  aforetime ,. were. written . for 
our learning. 


ther ths clearer underſtanding of all LES 
Particulars, you may be pleaſed to obſerve, 


that theſe words ſeem to come in as an An- 


ſwer to. a tacit Objection, of ſuch as might 


fancy the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament 


did not appertain to Chriſtians, or contained 
nothing « Chriſt in them. For the Apoſtle 
had juſt before quoted a place out of the 
Pſalms of. David, and applyed it to our Sa- 
viour ; Who did not pleaſe himſelf : but as it is 
written (Pal. Ixix. 9.) The reproaches of . them 
that reproached- thee, fell on. me. And then {to 
prevent ſuch an Exception as' I now men- 
tioned ) immediately addes, For Whatſoever 

| things 
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things were written afore time, were Written for our 


karnhig. As if he had faid; Do not tell' me- 


that David ſpeaks thiere concerning himſelf : 
for, though that be true, He repreſented alfo 
a greater King than himſelf; and in ſuch words 
as thoſe Prophefied of the Reproaches and 
Perſecutions of Chriſt by the Scribes and. Pha- 
riſees, after the fame manner that he ſuffered 
by Sail and his Servants. 


This plain declaration of the Apoſtle about 
the Scriptures written aforetime, ſhould have 
ſufficiently ſecured them, one would have 
thought, from all contempt ; and preferved a 
due Reverence towards them in the minds 
of all thoſe, who are called by the Name of 
Chriſt. But ſo deſirous the Malignant Spirit 
is, to have thoſe Holy Books thrown out. of 
peoples hands; that he hath ſtirred up ſeveral 
Sets, who have not only aſperſed them, but 
utterly rejected them ; as uſeleſs and unprofic- 
able; nay dangerousand hurtful. Inthe Ay- 
ſwerto whoſe Alegations1 ſhall fully explain 
my Text; and ſhow how every part of thoſe 
Holy Books, which wete written before 
Chriſts coming, contain ſomething for our 
learning and inſtruftion. | 


And 
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And for our clearer proceeding, I think jt 
will be neceſlary to obſerve, that the firſt 
Blaſphemers of the Scriptures of the Qld 
Teſtament, were they who introduced the 
Doctrine of two Gods; one an Evil being, 
the God of the Hebrews ; the other 2 good 
and gracious being, the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The Ringleader of 
theſe, in all probability, was Siman Magus the 
Samaritan; who was followed by a rabble of 
vile people, ſuch as Baſilides, Carpocras; Valen- 
tus, and a number more whole names are 


not warththeremembring. Who, though they 


did not profeſs his Name, yet followed his 
opinion, as Ireneus 7 ſpeaks, For anhoſoever they * 5% -e4 
were, 1aith he, that Adulterated the Truth and 

ſpoiled the . Doftrine of the Church, they were all 

the Diſciples and ſucceſſors of this Man. No bo- 

dy doubts but the Gnoſticks were; who are 


- 
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ſaid among the reft of their Dofrines to have bad 

this; of. a Good God and.an Evil God. They are 

the Words of St. 4uſtin, F in the conclufion of + ca. v1.4 
the account he gives us -of their Hereſie, **" 
Which was followed no doubt by Marcion, 

Apelles and their Diſciples; who apenly main- 

tained this, to the great ſcandal of our Reli- 


gion. For from thence I ſuppoſe it was that 
Celſus 


—" Tn ermon : Prana 


* Cap XLVI. 
\ de Here 


2 ks Ka ARGS AER a was jv 
- mnt rn nmr Ot St Ie nee 
— n eng err s et nt nt 'Y. ——_ - _ 
R a » » 
F 
ea anche ales. Al. 5 efS nt OED a ea nh nv SON bin Yak x. 
_ F4 3 4 # % pt S 
» k . - 
. * 
' - \ o 


Sn the Philoſopher rock -oecaſi jon ro*charge 
riftians* with "rhis- dereſtable opinion; PTA 

they held- an Execrable Gal (GY nezptr©.) op 
Kees te tothe great God of all." Bur they nga 
homies £6: well of this Crimihation;” 


[rheit adrairable -writings ; that they neither Joke 
*any-colour for it; nor any' conſiderable perfon 
chat durſt mairitain it.” THI, nor long before 
the dayes of St: Autm, there Rarted | up i Pex- 
| fi an, whoſe faraare was Manes: who Folds 


ing. other ancient Hereticks {as St: Auſtins words 
are*): revived this Opinion; when, it "was' in 
'a manner dead and, buried: and'frottr hirh Vit 
'was ever after: called the Herelie of. the Mail 


© Gees. Who held two firſt C6-ereal'j; prinei- 
ples: of all things diverſe from; aid adverſe 't0 
each” other: (as he alſo ſpeaks)” as oppoſire 


as Light and Darkneſs; the one 2 I = 
other an Evil Being. .. METER REO OM FI? 

. Now the'Do&rine of theſe men | 'coricetn- 
ing the Holy Scripeutes;: was conforttiable to 


 * theis firſt foul-opition conceming! God * and 
| may'be comprolicrifed-i it Heſs Five propoli- 


cions. 1 Sd Oba. 
: Firſt; they ig: chat the" Wins f the -0l4 
Timon were ook the Evil Printiple: 20M el 
-:Secondly, that they belms d only to the Jews," "ot 


to: Chriſtians ; Thirdly, 


ay yr Says * a YE. £ p _— 
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_ Thirdy, That they were not profitable for the 
Confirmation of Faith; nor, 
 Fourthly, For the teacking good Manners ; but 
rather deſtructive to them ; And _ | 
| __ Laſth, That they contradifted the New Taſte 
ment of- our Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jeſus. 
. The folly of which, if I may have leave 
briefly to repreſent, it will -be the cleareſt 
Explication I can give of theſe words of St. 
Paul; and let you ſee how much we may 
learn, even, out of the Scriptures which were 
written ) aforetime. 


l. 


"The firſt of them [ viz. That the Writings f 
the Old Teſtament were from the evil Principle, the 
Law and the Prophets. being dictated by. bad 
Angels, 7 is ſuch a ſencelels Blaſphemy, that 
1. ſhould have wholly omitted it ; were it not 
for the reaſon now mentioned : that it gives 
_ a fair occaſion to ſhew, there is ſomething 
worth our learning even in ſuch Hiſtorical 
: paſlages of the Old Scriptures, as ſeem leſs 
inſtructive. For S. Paul having plainly de- 
clared that the Law and the Goſpel had the 


- fame Author, when he faith iii. Galt 24. The 


Law .was our School-maſter to bring us to Chriſt : 
B Pro- 


A Sermon Preached © 


proceeds in-the next Chapter. of that Epiſtle 
tro illuftrate this moſt elegantly from the Hi- 
ſtory of Abraham; who had two Sons (iv. Gal. 
22.) the one by a Bond-maid, the other by 
4A Free-woman : the firſt of which was born 
after the Fleſh, bur the other was by Promiſe, 
Which things ( ſaith he, v. 24.) are an Allegory : 
for theſe are the two Covenants , or Teſtaments ; 
the one from Mount Sinai, which gendreth 
ro Bondage ; the other from Jeruſalem or Sion, 
which 1s oo the Mother of us all. | 
Where we learn theſe two things. Firſt, 
That even in ſuch hiſtorical Relations as 
theſe, the Apoſtles read diviner things; which 
they law there lye hid and concealed. For 
that's his meaning, when he ſaith, theſe things 
are an Allegory ; aliud portendentia ( as Tertullian 


* LV. ontr% expounds it F) a ſpeech about another mat- 


Marcionem, : 


Be -* 4+ 


ter, portending ſomething elſe than ar: firſt 
ſight appears. For he clearly diſcerned, that 
under the Names and Actions of Sarah and 
Hagar, JJaac and Iſhmael; God was pleaſed 
to foreſhadow what He intended to do in 
future times, both at the giving of the Law, 
and when He ſent bis Son to preach the Go- 
fpel. And Secondly, we learn, that as thoſe 
two Wives of very different Condition, had 

" -bue 


befire the KING. © 


but one and the ſame Husband, who was the 
Father of thoſe two Children :: So the two 
'Teftaments, the Old and the . New, which 
were repreſented by thoſe two Women, be- 
long to one and the lame God; who brings 
forth and breeds up his Children under vari- 
ous Diſpenſations, but is the Father of all 
thoſe who lived piouſly under the Old Te- 
ſtament, as well as of thoſe who live ſo under 
the New. 

This is the neceſſary Conſequence of the 
Apoſtles Diſcourſe. It thole two Wives and 
= Children were an Allegorie of the two 
Teſtaments, and of thoſle who were born 
and bred nnder them ; then as thofke two 
Children had the fame Father though diffe- 
rent Mothers, ſo the two Teſtaments have the 
ſame Original; though they be Diſpenſations 
as different as the Bond-woman and the Free. 
There cannot be a more evident Confuration 
of the falſe Principles of theſe Men, than this 
Obſervation of the Apoſtle. Who' in the be- 
ginning, of this Epiltle ( i. Rom. r, 2.) calls 
himſelf an Apoſtle, ſeparated unto the Goſpel of 
God, which he had pronuſed afore by bis Prophets m 
the Holy Scriptures, concerning his. Sou Tefus Chriſt 
ow Lord. And in the entrance of the Fpiltle 
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Confeſſtons,L.V. 
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ro the Hebrews openly avows, that the ſame 
God who at ſundry times and in divers manners fþake 
unto the Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
dayes ſpoken unto us by his Son. 

Bur I ſhall not trouble you any further in 
{o manifeſt a buſineſs ; having thus far obtain- 
ed my end; which was to ſhew that the 
Hiſtorical Books are not unuſfeful, but more 
ſerviceable than many imagine ; not merel 
becauſe they relate the wonderful Providence 
of God over that People for whoſe uſe the 
were firſt written, in bleſſing them when they 
were faithful ro him, and puniſhing them 
when they revolted from him ; but becauſe 
they contain many ſecret Repreſentations of 
things belonging to the Perfon and the King- 
dom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


WE 2 5 


The next part of their wicked Doctrine 
was, that the Old Teſtament did not belong to 
Chriſtians, but only to the Jews. This Fauſtus 
the Manichee ( againſt whom St. Auſtin wrote 
XXXIII Books ) endeavoured to perſwade by 
his Natural Eloquence and ſmooth way of 
ſpeaking (for which- he was famous *) with- 
out any judgment or reaſon at all, For it is 

direatly 


mat 
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directly confured by the words of my Text ; 
as if the Apoſtle intended to anticipate ſuch 
an Objection, and prevent the entrance of 
this extravagant Conceit into any bodies mind. 
The abſurdity of which appears alſo farther 


from hence; that the Promiſes made in the 


Old Teſtament belong to us Chriſtians, who 


are therefore concerned-in the Teſtament it 
ſel Which is a Conſideration to which St. 
Paul direfts us in the Epiſtle for this day; a 
little below my Text : v. 8. Now I ſay, that 
Teſus Chriſt was a Mmiſter of the Circumciſion ; ſent, 
that is, to preach the Goſpel unto the Jews ; 


or the truth of Gag ; to juſtifie, that is, the Faith- 


fulneſs of God who promiſed to ſend him, as 
it follows; to confirm. the Promiſes made unto the 
Fathers ; that is, make good thole Promiſes 
he had paſled to them in ancient time; among 


which this was the chief, that he would ſend. 


a Perſon into the World in the fulneſs of time, 
in whom all Nations ſhould be bleſſed. So it 
follows, v. 9, 10, &c. And that the Gentiles 
might glorifie God for his Mercy; as it is written, 
For this cauſe I will confeſs to thee among the Gen- 
tiles, and fmg unto thy Name. And agam he ſaith, 
Rejoyce ye Gentiles, with his People. And again, 


Praiſe the Lord all ye Gentiles, 8&&c. And again 


Eſaias 


el 
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| F-ſaias ſaith, He that ſhall riſe to reign over the 


Gentiles, in him- ſhall. the Gentiles truſt. All 


which places of the Old Scriptures are alledged 


tro ſhew, that though this was the grand Pri- 
viledge of the Jews, that God had expreflely 
obliged ' himſelf by Promiſes to their Fathers 
to Fd his Son Chriſt to them ; of which 
Promiſes the Genties, i. e. People of other 
Nations were wholly ignorant,. and knew 
not a ſyllable of this Grace : yet God intend- 
ed to be {o mercifull as to make all the world 
partakers of thoſe Promiſes which the Jews 
alone had recorded in their holy Books. 
Which the Apoltle proves was agreeable to. 
the Books themſelves wherein thele Promiſes 
were contained. For they predicted that the 
Gentiles alſo ſhould rejoyce in God, -and praiſe 
him, and fig unto his Name, becauſe Chriſt 
the Son of David ſhould reign over them as 
well as his Ancient People, and they ſhould 


place their hope and truſt in him. "This he 


urges from more places of the Old Scriptures 
(as well of the Law of Moſes, as of the Prophets 
and Pſalms, as you will find if you take the 
pains to examine them.) than he alledges for 
the proof of any one thing whatſoever ; for 
this great reaſon, That the Gentiles might 

be 
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be the more confirmed and ſettled in the 
Faith of the Goſpel, when they ſaw it was 
brought to them not by the Will of Man, but 
by the good pleaſure and Counſel of God, 
long before predicted in the Holy Scriptures 
of Truth: 

This is a plain demotſtration how much 
we are concerned in the Scriptures written 
aforetime ; whoſe true Learning the ſame 


Apoſtle ſhews i in another place, is not under- © 


Rod b fews, but only by Chriſtians ; 
to whois ra : 

is taken away from the other, till they allo 
Believe on Chriſt Jeſus. Read 2 Cormth. iii. 
14, 15- where he faith, their Minds are 
blinded, and jhat they have a Veil upon them 
in the reading of the Old Teftament : Which 


veil' is done away in Chriſt, i. e. when men be- - 


come- Chriſtians. But even unto this day, when 
Moſes is read, the veil is upon . their heart : never- 
theleſs when it (their heart) ſhall turn to the Lord 
(our Saviour Chriſt) the veil ſhall be taken away ; 
and not till then. Which 1s an evidence that 


we haye more benefit by the Scriptures writ- 


ten aforetime, than the Jews themſelves, till 
they alſo turn Chriſtians ;* and abundantly 


confirms that yy laying of Tertullian (which 
com- 


race of God is he Pr which 
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comprehends all that need be ſaid in this Ar- 
gument, ) Novum Teſtamentum in Vetere latet, 
Vetus Teſtamentum in Novo patet ; the New Te- 
ftament lyes hid in the Old; and the Old 
Teſtament is revealed and diſcovered in the 
New. And fo I have done with the: Second 
Cavil of theſe men againſt the Old Teſta- 
ment. 


[I]. 

The third part of their impious Doctrine 
abour this, matter was, That the Scriptures 
written aforetime were unprofitable for the con- 
firmation of our Faith. Which is directly againft 
che whole Scope of the Apoſtle in this place, 
and is confuted in exprels terms, by our Bleſſed 
Lord himſelf in ſeveral places ofthe laſt-Chap- 
ter of the Goſpel according'to S. Luke. Where 
ſpeaking of his Paſſion to two of his Diſciples, 
v.25. 27. He upbraided them that they were 
{uch Fools, and ſlow of heart to believe whar 
the Prophets had ſpoken : and beginning at 
Moſes and all the Prophets, he expounded unto them 
in. all the Scriptures, the things concerning himſelf. 
And not long after appearing' to all the Apo- 
ftles, and eating with them, he ſaid ( v. 44.) - 
Theſe are the words Which T ſþake unto you while 1 
was 


®. 
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was yet ith you, that all things muſt be fulfilled 


which were written. in the Law of Moſes, and in 


the Prophets', and in the Pſalms concerning” me. 
And then opening their underſtanding, that 


they might underſtand , the Scripture, he. 


ſaid, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Chriſt 
to ſuffer, and to riſe again the third day, 8&c. So 


abominably falſe it is, which thoſe Hereticks -- 


were wont to aflert, that in the Old Teſta- 
ment there was no Teſtimony. concerning 
Chriſt. They- are the words of Fauſtus, as 
they are reported by St. Auſtin * : and may 
well make us wonder how any men that 


were: called by his Name ſhould arrive at 
ſuch a boldneſs, as to contradict Chriſt him-- 


ſelf, who proved all things concerning him- 
{elf our of thoſe ancient Books. | 

\ But this it is to be proud and ſelf-conceited ; 
to be forward to teach , before men have 


ro contradict ; to be engaged early in a par- 


ty, and then to ſtop ones ears againſt the 


means of Information ; to be carryed away 


with a ſtrong antipathy to that, which men, 
do not underſtand, nor have: duly weighed . 


and conſ:dered. Againſt all which Yices the 
Scriptures caution us ſufficiently, if we mean 
C to 


R f Yid. $. Av- 
learnt ; to be addicted to a Sect, and to love ſin, Confeſ 
Co go 
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to underſtang: ther. : telling us phinly, that: . 
if we will: not purge our felves: fron tuch: i. 


| bhumonrs, we ſtall become: vain-.in our Ima- 


ginations, and our fooliſh hearts will be dark- 
ned. Witneſs: the: foalifls exception: thar theſe' 
men*took re:the Books: of Moſes, becauſe they 
repreſented God; according to' their Imagina- 
tion, as defirous of the Blood: and: Far. of. 
Beaſts, which he required'to be offered in:Sa- 
crifice to him. Whereas nothing is more ma- 


ifeſt, than that God* hinwlelf by the Prophets 


\ n 
\qwto ſpake-as they acknowledge by the ſame 


pirit that Moſes did.) utterly diſclaimed ary. 
delight - or fatisfa&tion that he took in- mere 
Sacrifices,  chough never fo numerous . and 
coftly : Nay, proteſts that he abominated 
them, if they were not-brought to his-Altar 
with a pious mind, and accompanyed with 
ations of Juſtice and Charity. Which makes 
it apparent, that it was the heart of the: Offe- 
rer to- which he had regard; and that he 
lookt upon theſe, but as outward teſtimonies - 
and fgnifications of a- grateful Mind, or of a 
nitenit heart; or of a Soul refolyed to deyote 

it felf co his ſervice. 
 F need not adde, that they -were manifeſt 
Figures and Preſignifications of the grear "ad 
crifice 
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crifice of Chriſt Jeſus, who-hath purged away | 


.onr-fins by his own blood : nor take any fur- 

ther pains «ro confute thele audacious 'Here- 

ticks frem other-places-of Holy Writ. !I will 

rather-take-to task a little another fort of men, 

.-no leſs bold and :{ſhamelels ; who would fain 

be thought-the-greatelt Enemies to: Heretiaks, 

ef all-menin the world. I'mean them of the 
_Romiſh Religion , who notwithſtanding their 
glorious pretences, would be heartily -glad'if 

"this Propoſition could be made-good, Thar 

'the Scriptures written aforetime, are unpro- 

firable for the Confirmation of Points-of Faith. 

'For our Writers have ſo overpawer'd them 
'-with Teſtimonies fetcht from thence, that 

they are not able to ſtand before us to defend 
the Prime Article of their-preſent:Faith ; that 
Article which is the principal Caule of the Di- 

viſions of (hriſtendome, for whole lake.all other 
- Controverſies have been craftily kept on'foot ; 

T-mean that of the Supremacy. of the Biſhop 
of Rome: Which we utterly -confound by + zone nin 
beginning at -Mofes (to allude to the: words 517 #4 
"before mentioned) and ſo ſhewing through /' ie: 
all the Scriptures written aforetime, that, Ae, Relp. ad Tor. 

arid\Joſhua, and David, and Solomon, and Aſa, **" 
and Fehoſhaphat, and- Hezekivs, and foſias, go- 

a 4 C 2 
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verned the Priefts and the whole Tribe of 
Levi: *© Ordering, the.time of their waiting 
' *and officiating in their Courſes ; appointing 
© Judges in Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and ſetting 
© Prefidents over thole Judges ; taking away 
© abuſes and corruptions in Religion ; com- 
© manding the Ark to be removed from one 
© place to another, and calling the people by 
© their Proclamations, to come and meet there 
© before the Lord ; requiring the Prieſts to 
© read the Book of the Law, and to reduce 
© things to a Conformity with ir; renewing 
© the Covenant of Moſes for Reformation of 
© Religion; making Miſſions of Prieſts into 
© ſuch parts of the Countrey, as they ſaw need- 
© ed their aſliſtance; and (to ſay no more) e- 
© jecting the High-Prieſt himſelf, and depo- 
© ſing him from his Office. | 
Now whar ſay tour Adverſaries to all this ? 
Truly, after many other poor ſhifts, they are 
at laſt driven thus far to fide with the Mani- 
' chees, as to lay, that theſe things belong not 
to us : for that Authority which was in Kings 
under the Old Teſtament, is now tranſlated 
(if you will believe thoſe Doctors ) unto the 
Prieſts under the New. But what man of 
ſenſe can entertain this wild fancy, that Kings 
| | under 
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under the Government of Chriſt, are in a 
worſe Condition than they were in under 
the Diſcipline of Moſes ? Or that Chriſt ſhould 
ſingle out Kings of all other men, to be inju- 
rious to them, and deprive them of their for- 
mer rights ; when he left every body elle in 
the very ſame eſtate wherein he found them ? 
Was this our Saviours buſineſs (when he came 
to reign over the Gentiles, ) to {trip their Prin- 
ces of their Prerogatives, and leflen their Pow- 
er and Authority over their Subjects 2? How 
deteſtable would the Apoſtles have been, if 
they had broached this Doctrine, when they 
went out to convert the World ? Or ſhall 
. we be ſo impious as to think, that St; Paul 


equivocated, or had ſome mental Reſerva- 


tion, when he Commanded every Soul in 
the Roman Church to be ſubjeft to the higher 


Powers ? Mark, I beleech you; it is upon 


the Church of Rome that he preſfles this Do- 
rine ( Chaprer xiii. of this Epiſtle, ) more 
than upon any other Church whatſoever :* as 
if he foreſlaw there would be an Apoſtahe 
among them from- this. Faith. Let every Soul 
be ſubject : though. thou beeſt an Apoſtle ( and 
the Biſhop of Rome I hope was never great- 
er than-o.) though an Evangeliſt, though. a Pro- 
| phet, 
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Shet, or Whatfoever 'thou beſt, thou muſt be ſubs 


yeft : as S. Chry/oſtome -( whole 'words theſe 
are:) faithfully-expounds the Apoſtles honeft 
tneaning. EO] 

And ſo Chriftian Princes long after - his 


'time, underftood him; and did net fear 
*both ro -aflume this Authority, and to juſtifie 
4t when they had 'done {o, after the lame 


manner that we do, by the :Example of the 


Kings that 'ruled over the -People of \ God 


before the ' Coming of Chriſt. Witnels , to 
name 'one for all, Charles the -Great.; a 
Prince as great in Eccleſiaſtical Policy , as 
in| Feats of Arms : who, in his Preface-to 


- his Capitutary, tells the - Clergy of 'the Em-_ 
-pire, © That the had ſent his [Deputies to 


*them ; that they by his Authority, might, 
©rogerher with 'them , corre& what ' ſtood 
©.in' need: of 'amendment ; according to the 


Example of the godly King Joſs, who 


- ©endeavoured, faith he, to reſtore the King- 


<dom which God had-given him to the 
©Service of the true God; by going about ir, 
©by correfting and admonifhing it, as we 
read ini the ' xiii. | Chapter of the Second 

©Book of the Kings. 
And they had''been' very:'much to-blame if 
they 
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rliey: had not taken-this-pains. For asthe fore- 
named S.. Chyyfoſtome admirably ſpeaks: in+ -2 
Sermom of his, recorded by one of the writers 
of his" Eife * v »» #7ws- dvlois ple: a4 mAbs, Wi 


/ } 


Georgaus Alex- 
andrius. Tom 
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'Ehe' Care! appertaming to Kings is not ſo much 
| about Way, as about the Church ; not ſo- much ar 
bont Political: Affairs, as about the Church : with 
whoſe Preſervation and: Safery God having 
been pleaſed to intruſt them; he expe&tsthey 
ſhould be as angry with thoſe who- would A- 


dulterate his Worſhip. therein ſerled, as Moſes 


was: with Aaron, - when: he had made the 
Golden Calf That very example is fuffici- 
_ ent to ſhew the: Authority, which: the Civil 
Magiſtrates have in matters of Religion, With 
which they ought not to-part, no-more-tha 
they-would with their Crowns : nor' to- ſuffer 
their people -to be deprived of theſe Holy 
Books wherein they may read thele things; 
and thereby *be 1o- thronghly - poſſeft with a 
ſenſe of their high Authority, that they 'may 
never be Debauched from their Dury. Bur of 
that more preſently. | 


LV, 


Let us firft hear what the next exception of 
; the 
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the Manichees was aginſt the Scriptures written 
aforetime ; which they ſaid were unprofitable to 
teach men good manners; nay, were deſtruftive and 
contrary to them... "There are two parts you ſee 


of this wicked _ , the firſt of which 
is fo directly co 


ted by St. Paul in another 
place, that one would think theſe men never 
read the New Teſtament at all, nor the Old 
for any other end, than to carp at.it and frame 
Objections againſt it. For in 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
he exprelsly ſaies that max yezpn All Scripture 
(ſpeaking of the 01d, for not much of the New 
was then extant) given by. inſpiration of God, 4s 
profitable for D#trme, for Yeproof, for correftion, 
for "inſtruftion in Reghronng _ Upon which... 
words you may be pleaſed to take this ſhorr- 
gloſs. All Holy Learning . conſiſts in bein 
wiſe and in being good; in acquiring. of both 
which, the Scriptures, being Divinely inf{pjr- 
ed, give us ſingular afliftance. ' As- for the 
frſt, (Chriſtian Wiſdom) it conbifts in know- 


' "ing the "Truth, and in rejeing- Falſhood. 


Now behold how. profitable the, Scriptures 


| are in both regards: For they are profitable 


or Doftrme which is teaching the Truth; 
and for. reproof, which is confuting the. falſe- 
hood of Exror. And then for the Second (learn- 


ng 
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ing to be good) that Þ conſiſts: of. rwo- parts 


more ' as:the Prophets inſtruct us, -to ceaſe to 
do. Evil, and 'to learn to do Well. \ To both: 
which ends alſo the Apoſtle affirms the Holy. 
- Scripture is profitable : for correion that is, 
when we do amiſs; and for m/truftion in Righte- 
ouſnefs, ro make us do better. - And that (Imay 
add) nor only by its Preceprs, but by its Exam- 
ples: examples which ſtrongly excite and quick- 
en us to our duty; and which mightily deter and 
withold- us from doing wickedly. I ſhall on- 
ly mention fome of the latter ſort, which are 
awn up tomy hand by St. Paul in the next 
Epiſtle, -1. Cor. x.- where. he ſets before: that 
Church the: example .of the ancient Jraelites ; 
with.-many-of whom God Was not well 'pleaſed, for 
they were overthrown in the Wilderneſs , after-he 
had brought them. our of the bondage of E- 
gypt, v.:5. And left they ſhould chink chem- 
ſelves unconcern'd in- ſuch ftories, »her:adds, 
v. 6. Now theſe things were our examples ; to the 
mtent that-we ſhould not Luſt after evil: things as 
they alſo Luſted. Neither be. ye-Idolaters as were 
ſome of them ; as it is written.” T he people” fat down 
to Eat and Drink, and roſe up to Play. Neither 
let us commit Fornication,” as ſome "of them -conmit- 


ted and fell m., one» day: _ arrt twenty: thouſand. 


£either 
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Neither let us tempt Chrif@ as ſome of them tempt- 
ed, and were deſtroyed of Serpents. Neither mur- 
mur Je, 4s ſome of them alſo murmured, and were 
deſtroyed of the deftrojer. Now all theſe things 
hapned unto. them for Examples; and they are 
written for our admonition upon whom the ends of 
the World are come. So he concludes, after the 
ſame manner as he began, this patherical diſ- 
courſe: Which we oughy, to lay to heart, 
and apply to our ſelves as much, as if he 
had told us in other words ( which are but 
an explication of thele,) ©I would not wil- 
<lingly have you abule your ſelves with falſe 
© Opinions, and therefore do not imagine, I 
© beſeech you, that theſe things, which were 
© done {o long ago, do not belong to you ; 
© or that the Sins I have mentioned are not 
© {o deadly now as they were then : becauſe 
© thoſe dreadful Miracles are ceaſed, and you 
©ſee no devouring Fire, no Earth gaping to 
©{wallow you up, no fiery Serpents, nor de- 
* ſtroying Angel {miting Multitudes dead in 
*an inftant. For all theſe things, that is, theſe 
© Puniſhments, hapned unto them, or were in- 
* flicted upon the old Iſraelites, for Examples 
© (or for Types, as it is in the Margin) of that 
* Puniſhment which (notwithſtanding Gods 


© wonder- 
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« wonderful Grace tous, in delivering us out 
of a worle Slavery than that of Egypt, ) ſhall 
© fall more, heavily upon us than upon them, 
© if we be diſobedient to him. The reaſon 
© is, becaule we are a Diviner and more Spi- 
© ritual People, of whom they were bur the 
< Types, and Figures; and therefore can leſs 
.© expect to be indulged in ſuch wickedneſs as 
© they '{marted fo Cocky for : but- ought* to 
© be warned by their {ad Examples, and to 
© look upon thele things as recorded for our 
© 4dmonition ; that we may learn, 4. e. to be- 
© ware-of fuch fins as thoſe now mentioned, 
© which are far more provoking now than 
*© they were in former times. | 


- But to this thoſe Manichees object (as we 
find in the formentioned Fauſtus F) thar there * 4127. L. 
are abundance of evil Examples in the Old rs rat.” 
Teſtament; which, they fancy, juſtifies the 
Second part of this Propoſition, That the Old 
Scriptures teach things contrary to good Manners. 
For we find in the Lives of the Patriarchs 
and Prophets, ſome things, not* only blame- 
able, but very wicked ; as the Drunkennels-of 
Noah, the Inceſt of Lot, che Murder and Adul- 
rery of David; and ſuch like. _ 
s To 


$9 9 Vs thre Fare : $ 
——— 


26 Ar Sermon Preached 


DIE - b 


© To which T have a plain and true Anſiver ; 
that even from the recording of thefe things 
we may learn very much ;- # we will-read 
fuch-parts of the Holy Scripture, 'as We oughr 
to 4 all the reſt, with' a piouſly diſpoled 
Mind. I ſhall mention four things, that thoſe 
Examples teach us, if we be inclined to make 
a good ule of them. 1. Something to confirm 
onr Faith. 2. Something to guide the Courſe of 
our Lives. 3. Something to preſerve us' from 
Sin. And, 4. Something to recover us, in caſe 
ve fall into it. | | 
-T. Firſt, I fay, they may ſerve very much 
to confirm our Faith ; and to make us*lels 
doubt of the truth of the Hiſtory of the Bible. 
Which it is manifeſt was not invented for the 
Honour and Credit of the Jewiſh Nation ; 
becauſe it faithfully relates even the fouleſt 
blemiſhes of their Noble Anceſtors : which, 
if it had been indited by their private ſpirit, 
ſhould have. been carefully concealed. The 
Holy Books may be co mpared to a pure 
Looking-glaſs; which ſhe ws not only the 
Beauty, the lovely Features and comely Pro- 
portions of thoſe Perſons that are repreſented 
in it, but all their Spots and Deformities. 
They flatter no mans Perſon, but praiſe all 
| | the 
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the Actions,.even of. bad men, which- are 
worthy * of Commendation ; and reprehend 


all that are otherwiſe, even in the good and 
vertuous. :And therefore, OY 

... I. We may leara ſomething from theſe 
Examples for the guidance of our Lives, and 
reforming ,our Manners: which is to follow 
Precepts, not.Examples. For Examples then 
alone are -.imitable,, when they are conform- 
able te thoſe Rules, which make them good 
Examples. The beſt of. men may erre; and 
therefore we are not ſo much to mind, which 


Way they go, as which way they ought to go:” | 


For there is a Rule, by which they are: as 
much bound to walk, as we ; from which if 
they ſwerve, we are.to leave them, . and ſtick 


to thar. For againſt a Rule, no. Examples 


can be. a ſufficient Warrant. They are-ſo: far 
from having any ſuch Authority ; that we are 
to.examine, whether the. Rule it ſelf by which 
holy men heretofore governed- their actions; 
was a General Rule; or only Particular. For 
if it was ſpecial and: perſonal, there it muſt 


' reſt; and the Example of thoſe who obeyed: 


ic muſt not carry it any: further. If it do; 
we a& by our own. private: Authority, and: 


apply to our ſelves things that belonged pe- 
culiarly. 
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culiarly-to other men : and fo, doing ſuch 
things as they did, without {uch a Warrant, 
. -involve our ſelves in a Guilt of. which they 
were innocent. In ſhort, they that do not 
live regularly themſelves, cannot be a Rule 
to others. | E L1nns- 4 
III. Burt there is {till a good ule, which we 

may and ought to make of ſuch irregular 
Examples. From which we may learn ſome- 
thing that will be a Preſervative from Sin, 
not an Incentive to it : and that is, deep Hu- 
mility ; a pious Fear, with due Caution and 
 Circumſpection ; Diſtruſt of our ſelves and of 
our own ftrength ; with earneſt Applicati- 

{ ons to God for his gracious Afliſtance ; and 
a lively Faith and Confidence in him, as our 
beſt Security. For if ſuch great, ſuch Holy 

* men fell, and fell fo foully, and bruiſed them- 
ſelves ſo ſorely; have not we juſt cauſe ro 
be jealous of our ſelves, and to live in-a god- 
ly fear, left we alſo be tempted, and carried 
away from our ftedfaſtneſs? As we ſhall be 
molt certainly ; unleſs we be careful and cau- 
rious, watchful and diligent ; adhering cloſe- 
ly. to God by a conſtant vigorous ſenſe of 
him preſerved in our Minds : which we ſhould 
A | learn 
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learn to awaken and quicken by frequent Re- 
fle&tion upon fuch lamentable Examples of 
humane weakneſs and frailry. | 
IV. From which allo we may learn, in 
caſe we ſhould be fo unhappy as to be ſur» 
prized, and fall into Sin, ſomething that may 
help to recover” and reſtore us. Which is, 
not to deſpair of Gods Mercy ; but to hope, 
by unfeigned Repentance, and greater care 
for the future, we may obtain a Pardon, and 
be accepted = into his favour, as they 
were ; om of whole Repentance is as re- 
markable, in the ancient Story, as their fin. 


This is the uſe we ought to make of ſuch 
parts of the Holy Writings : By which, if we 
will encourage our ſelyes to be bold to do 
wickedly, becauſe ſuch pious men fell into 
ſin; or to preſume of Gods Mercy, though 
we continue in it, and do not rile again 6 
Repentance; or take occaſion 'to deſpair of 
doing better, becauſe of the deplorable weak- 
neſs of Humane Nature ; we muſt be ac-_ 
countable to God, for ſuch perverſe abuſe of 
his Holy Word; which contains no ſuch Ex- 
amples among all thoſe that iz propounds to 
our Imitation. 


_. V. There 
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* Cap. VIII. 
F Lib. XIX. 
CIP. 25. 


effect. Thele things diſcoyer no contrariety 
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There is one thing npre remaining, which 
if they could have made good, would have 
been an Objection indeed; and thatis, "Thar 
the Old Teſtament oppoſes and contradifts the New. 
About this Adimantus a Manichee the Maſter of 
Fauſtus wrote a whole Book : but the Inſtan- 
ces he alledges are fo frivolous, that they are 
ſcarce worth the confuting. I will mention 
.one, becauſe it may ſuggeſt- ſomething for 
our Learning, whereby you may judge of 
all the reſt. In the Old Teſtament we read, 
that if any man hurt his Neighbour, he was 
bound to fatisfie to the full for the damage 
done, by ſuffering the very ſame himſelf; 
Eye for Eye, Tooth for Tooth, Hand for Hand, 
and: Foat for Foot, &c. xxi. Exod. 24,25. But 
our Saviour ayes in the New Teſtament, 
Whoſoever ſhall ſmite thee on thy right cheek, turn 


to him the other alſo. And if a man take away thy 


Coat, let him have thy Cloak alſo.” v. Matth. 39, 
40. Are not thele things oppoſite ?; I anſwer - 
with St. Auſtin, who hath made an excellent 
Reply to this Cavil, both. in his Book againſt 
Adimantus * ,. and againſt Fauſtus F ; to: - this 


in 
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1L "the: two» I eſtaments:;:;bjic:;oply #he; difle=: 

rent degrees of their perfectign] Box'yhere:; 
being: two: degrees: of 'Meeknels and Fotbear- 
ance ; the firſt that the .Grief; of the injured 
perſon' do-not provoke him! to-leck-arxeyenge, 
beyond: the::meaſure of the damage-;thati was. 
done. him: ;_ the fecond-that the injured per- 
ſon pardon and. paſs by the whole wrong , 
though» grievous. to- him, with a peaceable. 
andappealed mind +: the Old Teſtament, as 
les: perfe&;; preſerved carnal men within che 
bounds; of the  fitft_ degree. of Patience, and 
kept- chem from. extending their revenge 100" 
far; : bur: che New Teſtament; AS more, : per- 
feet, advances: ſpiritual. men tb.che- molt ex- | 
cellent degree 'of: a: plenary remifion, with» 


out any revenge at all. 
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IY that-even. from : ſuch paſlages as theſe | 
we learn, :youi:ſee, how ; much we are. in- 
debted. to. God; \for a. greater abundance. of | 
his Gracey than he beſtowed. in former times; 
Which :ſhould raiſe us, as. to a greater. des 
oree of gratefull Loye to him, ſo, to a. more 
| excellent degree. of .'Piety and Vertues.: to 
which. He intends to improve us by, this New 
g E Reve» 
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Revelarion' he hath made of-his good wilkea: 


us in'Choiſt Jefts. 7 11. 40 F 
"And" thas is Ini of the- uſewe may make: 
ofxwhie hath been-faid. - 3 Oo. 077 
WF wemay Ned fo: rhudb forma; tho Books 
vetllch-- fond writen' alorerinie; tin" the-dayes. 
of vid;- before ' the Coming ob: qur: "Saviour. 
inw-the World: what may we do frotwrhole: 
which” were Weittett:ifince . his - appedring;j; 
who''is the very: 'Wiklom of Godj: the: only: 
begotrer Son, which is i the- baton; of che! 
Father), and hich declared\: him uneo: ms. 
Fhey: 'preferibe us 4:more rational Sexvice.ofl 
Alrighey ' God'; -and raiſe "us! co: a: higher: 
Pitelr of brotherly Love; and teach us greater 
Purity of Body and Mind ;' and prefs all theſe 
upon us by more perfedt Examples, and by 
more*excellent Motives ; eſpecially by the 
bleſſed hope of Immortal Eife ; which i we 
have any fenſe of- our own deareſt, Interef}, 
mats r—_— Es it & 
i the Colfef# for this being willing to 
do- and: te ſuffer any thing chat God would. 
have'us, rather than loſe fo grear, fo incom- 
parable- a good: Which the move we think 
of, thy ance it. adtrafts:us tov"it;, and: bolds 
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tis 6 Fn? its anne; ts a ET EE 
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© Bur from thar Coulidhzation'+ we may rake 
accaſi ion alfo ro refleF, how injuriqus 

_ are to Chriſtiag People {ro ROE uf Gad: ha bad 
been” 16 bountiful) who forbid them 'with- 
our their leave to meddle' with theſe holy 
Books z wherein their Hope of Immo 

Life is contained : Nay, make a' ſevere In- 
quiſition after thetn that dire be (6 ded, as 
ro have, in their own, L Lang red RR of 


the- Will and Te Sa- 
viour, ( + þ "og fs leaſe Ad to ol 9 thac 
Deed” of e whereby, he'ha 
to” them x 'Frethal' Taherirance. _ 


G ch pot {li 9%. "PE: all. Ts Cora 


age RET 4s vn ho, pr 97 Uh hoe 
n baſe Slaves, nay yile Beaſts; 'who, ar: 


that | 
fige fit ro' be entruſted with this: Fk- = | 


- joy 4 _— Pave dge nh LCN 

elf ſpeaking to them in hisho 
there isa ied th th in the- La, Tait 
- E 2 
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—the thid;, that if a FEES Goa rouch the Mon Fn, # 


ſhall be FRA tom 

the 1m is and unlearned' 1 RR ea not ROE 
with the Subtilty..of; Holy, Writ. ,.. And, here- 
in. 70, A gree.: with, ;him, hy bg. beer 


ah Tl ak tir ies, 4 ery; b - + 
at 5s be 1 


hel Var of;j arishs 1 
= -- man Authority, ta, compare 
the, Peap la, head pe s. 9 
3jP9ng..ahem.þave EL in. 2; maſt frorn wy 
warner 3) when. they. Foe, from hence 
we, a Mb, agerrpad om ae 

wo 2 


-that.-Whic ps t 
Wy Ea Geatgh re. This; js 
L, the. Aint Mas are 


ade L e.7... but. 
| lk CL Ne 


PL only, of te, "i -% of. 7 Ot Ci (ih om. OY, 
s. kis-Sheep, :bux they. gall. Does an Spine) 
ANG Fr ereby.: « 6 Chriſtians. help ow. the 
moſt, blo es, who did:never ſo abuſe 
their: Re Ry Hooks, as: to. forleit the. liberty 
NES 5. which. they . chall na« 


What Reaſon: can: be gon. for 
Toy Treatment + of thoſe whom 
Q. 


highly eſteemed, and Toke 
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bf with: { much: reſpect, but-only this ; 'that 
they fee:\there .is ſtichia:manife(}} 5" Amro 
wr Sava them, andthe” Scriptures, that, their 
on would.be in-danget to: be detected- 

the -fimpleſt: people; if they, Lo be 
mited-to. COME: Joth: _ light? Kftaoorr ; 
21 016A. 732 16 90H 

(.i And here let: me not, Har fach guides are 
I into a; canttary.ertour; te thar of the Ma- 
aicbeesy. _ which I-have.now! treated... "They 
do-aotlay, »thaticheBooks gfithe. Ol Tiftanen 
are ſug afloous and unneceſlary; - burthatthey, 
and: the Books of: the New Teſtament, to boot, 

are\defetive and; iniperfect.: :afd that their 
defets-muſt! be ſupplied, -ouiaf ſich: Tradi- 
tions: as: they propound to. gur -belief, . But | 
among! oppolite_Exrours, the cauſes of-erring 
are commonly the, ſame: as-theigreat Philo- 
fopher. obſerves ;-and-iDvery trucirythis.caſe. 
For though there: he ſeyeratwayes the Enemy 
ofcnankind hath. raken, -to compaſs his de- 
Hgn 'of bringing. the! .SCHIPLuFe$. Int diſgrace, 
and latring up the. inventions of men: inflead 
of them; 'or in Conjundten: with. themi; 'Yet 
the reaſon ſtill is one and the ſame::,which 
6;:itharCthe- holy; Scriptures are nor i for his 
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even ; he cannor! deceive men eaſily, if 
they "keep cloſe''to this hold. - Which is 


| fhrong hold indeed; v and: companys al 
| Party or believe, or do: to 
c 


h -nothing need, nothing ought robe ad- 
ded as neceſſary to our Salvation. 
ro that peremptory reſolution of St. 
third Book againſt Petilions Letters, { 


min his 
V1.) 


Whether it be about Chriſt, or abou bis Church, r 


about any 'othey ' thing whatſoever 3: that: be 
Faith or to our Life,” T will wot ſay-"we. ny 
no means to be- compared with him that ſaid, licet 
nos, mg, modes «ulds, if -an 
| from Fivaven ſhall teclare” to you epyy thing, 
tet that ' whith you —— tetved ay in-Scripturis 
alibus & Evangelicis, av the Scriptures of the 
TE Law -and the God, be him be: —_— aſh 
I's which Jet -ms add thisooable fer 
tence of'S. Baſil the Great, who comprehend 
all char Thave ſaid in afew words, Inchis Ser- 
mon of Fauh'F. ' It i a-manifeſt fall .of-Fuith, 
ad \may be juſtly charged with; Pride ;/ tirher: FX 
rejeft 'any thing -that 9 ark $197 230\@bollucs, 
-mil bving -in -over ond ahow, my aigpelir's 
"ot-written. " _ 
" Thiswasthe anciqir-Cajtolick \Doctring; 
oy which- 


Tere the KING J7 


which it is the Iatexcſt (lex metal the bold: 
nels tailky)..45 well. 24 the Dury-of: Chriſtian 


Kings and'\ Princes , ' above al other: men, 
to allen: and maimain. | Eor-by: theſe Ho: 


by: Books: their. Auchovicy is) as. ftrongly ſup; 


ported; as by: the/pretended Fradicions of 


the Roman Chimch:* it: 1s{'natarioully- under- 


mined and ſubverted. Upon which account 


ir. 8/2; poinr of cheir greateſt. Wildow, _ not 
only . tor keep: theſe. Bboks in- their: Peoples 
hands; but to. encourage, nay: command 
the conſtientions reading of them ; that they 
may there learn. bow phinky they are ta > 
and how Religioully they are baund'to 

| honour and obey' their Sovereigns, even 
though they were Pagans - much - more 
when. they are Chriſtians. Of which Li- 


berty if they ſuffer their People. to: be de- 


prived, _ (hall ſoon be taught that they 


awe. no further re{pe& to. their Princes, than 
is pleaſes the of Rome to- allow 


them. Who: Gom | nity: of a parti- 


. cular Biſhop and Paſtor ok Souls, is raiſed 


to be::2 * Wonkdly Monarch; above _— 


and Emperours;. by: fewing: ſeveral. parches | 
ou D 


and. ſhreds: to. the anciene:C adtrive; 


under: 
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Frontonem Du- * cs EL 2 po "mar 
ceum. ps 20g. Of His. with the 'famous Caſaubon F, yr 
b the 


-uader the Name: of-!Traditions. -' For nothing 
is more/appatent in; Hiſtory thah-this; char 
as the: Biſhop of. Rome's Greatneſs increaſed; 
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ſo Traditions were ſtill more. and more mul- 
tiplyed; which in proceſs. of time.weteaniore 
recommended than the. Scriptures themſelves, 
and more Religiouſly obſerved. + 


| There-is another Reaſon alſo;: why. Prin- 
ces ſhould keep the Holy Books open before 
their Subjefs eyes, and ſuffer no Man.to 
ſhur them and ſeal them up : Becauſe it 
plainly appears by them, that their Perſons 
and: Office are -Sacred; not a mere: humiane 
Inſtitution, bur the Ordinance. of. God, by 
whom Kings reign, and : by. vertue: of whoſe 
Laws they demand Obedience. The: con- 
trary. to this is- taught -by the Popes Crea- 
tures; and will ſoon be obtruded for Chri- 
ſian Doctrine, if. the Holy Scriptures be laid 
alide. Bellarmine, for inſtance.j.in his: Book 
againſt; Barclay, maintains, that their Power 
:proceeds .not- from God, but is the: Inſtitu- 


[tion of. Man: Conformable to-that memo- . 


rable Maxim of Father Binet, in a Diſcourſe 


the buſineſs of Garnet ( pre bo calls the 
Immortal:God to witneſs is true) 'That-'if were 
better -. all ' Kings ſhould periſh, #han the Seal of 
Confeſſion-: ſo much as onte be violated ; for the 
. Authority of Kings. is by Humane Right , but 
Confeſſun by Dive. Which ſounds ſo hor: 
ridly in all. true Chriſtian ears, that it is 
hard to find any thing more contrary ro 
common Reaſon and to the Holy Scrip- 
rures, among that *ubeprinmy TS Mc viggauwy. Puoy, 
(as Andreas Caſarienſis calls them *) that cra- « cv. ;x 
zed, ſtupid Tribe of Manichees, whoſe Fren- *r*=ypC 
 zies I have in part repreſented. Bur this is 
not.. a place .to lay open this Myſtery of 
Iniquity; whereby Kings are almoſt De- 
thron'd, and\ manifeſtly deprived. of that 
which aſſures their Crowns and. their 'Lives; 
far more than; the conſtant Guard of: their 
Bodies, 'or- the moſt. powerful. Armies © they 
can raiſe. For though by thoſe they may 
ſtrike terror into their Subjects minds; it is 
only the. Senſe of God 'that-can-frame their 
hearts to: Obedience. Then the Fidelity of 
Subjects will be firm and unmovyable, when 
it: is incorporated into 'Piety, and account- 


ed 2. part of Religion ; a. neceſlary piece of 
£16 F that 
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- that Service which we owe-to God Al- 
mighty. For which end the Scriptures muſt 
lye open beiote the People ; that there they 
may read their Duty, and have their Souls 
moulded into. a Senſe . of God ;,: and \not 

merely receive ſuch Impreſiors, as che'\In- 
eereſts of men ſhall be FOVIEen to ſtamp 


upon them. 


Þ I condude all with hoſe a 
of $. Chry/oftome in his Second Homily ' upon 
S. Matthew ; where he juſtifies what I bavye 
faid, from the words - St. Paul' before 
mentioned. # a great fault -m ; Chriſte 
People , that they do not Read the Scriptures * : 
but to think it is a needleſs and ſuperfluous thing 
fo read” them, is a far | greater Crime. This is 
language of the Devils anvention 5 "for do you not 
bear. what $. Paul fayes ? That theſe —_ were 
written ” or Inſtruftion. 


God grant we may. in. ſuch wie "Wig 
xead, mark, learn and inwardly digeſt them, 
char we may bring forth Fruit with Pati- 
ence; and do ow Duty ſo faithfully - to 
Him, to onr Sovercign , to one. ks, 
and 


+ bs 22 = 4 = 4 kt Eben i'> 
F  . dE wir IR a an eee tld Re : 
; ” 5 'N Tx > £7 +. E154 uy yp 0; nm, pr) tes "" 
- Et , >. F.: ;24 A! £ 92 bes a BY 4 $6 I 7 b £-34 
4 : F WH < p mo. y #2 * 4 6s ” 
q O 4, 7 G ws 62 O Wa, EP n © 84 = os Ms; 
: Ul ore TH Wy. = 2 Y oh F G0 : * 
< , « : - . 7 
. ; © 7 4 
. 
CR — 


and to all men, thar in the end we may 
attain Everlaſting Life, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord : To whom with the Father and 


the Holy Ghoſt, be given by us and by 


all others, all Honour, Gloty and Praiſe, 
both now and for evermore. Amen. 
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